MASHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH * 

1968 


District  Council  Offices, 
MASHAM* 


.  DIGGLES, 


M*B. ,  Ch.B* ,  D#P#H* 


.  ..  .«  -  •  **•••  • 


. 


MASHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

The  Chairman  (Councillor  E.S.  Bulmer) 

The  Vice-Chairman  (Councillor  J.  Robinson) 
and  all  members  of  the  Council. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  H.  Diggles,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. , 

Area  Health  Office, 

The  Wensleydale  Secondary  Modern  School, 
LEYBURN,  Yorks. 

Telephone:  LEYBURN  2125. 


Public  Health  Inspector  &  Surveyor, 

A.  Nunn,  C.R.S.H., 

Council  Offices, 

MASHAM,  Yorks. 

Telephone:  Masham  378. 


1 


Area  Health  Office, 
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TO  THE  CHAPMAN  AND  MEMBERS  Off  THE 

MASHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  19680 

In  1968  the  state  of  public  health 
in  Masham  was  very  satisfac toryQ  There  were  no  maternal 
deaths,  . .3  or  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

The  provision  of  adequate  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  schemes  in  the  district  is  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  is  now  controlled 
by  the  Northallerton  and  The  Dales  Water  Board, 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  to  the  Members  and  Officials  of  the 
Council  for  the  help  and  support  I  have  received  from  them 
during  the  year* 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  servant. 


H,  DIGGLES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  ABEA. 
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(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS,, 


Area  (in  acres)  25,995 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate 

of  Resident  Population  mid-year  1968)  1,710 

Population  (1931  Census)  2,024 

Population  (1951  Census)  1,738 

Population  (1961  Census)  1,580 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  1968  597 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April  1968)  £68,540 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (1st  April  1968)  <£272.45 


(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS  (As  supplied  by  Registrar  General) 
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CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause  of  Death 

Males. 

Female  s. 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

2 

2 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

1 

- 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

1 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE 

i 

6 

ACT,  1948. 

7 

i 

13 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of 
the  above  Act  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  a 
place  of  safety  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Friarage  Hospital,  Northallerton. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  North  Riding  County  Council  supply  ambulance  services 
from  their  station  at  Thirsk. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

Local  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Northaller¬ 
ton  Management  Committee  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  In  addition,  a  number  of  residents  receive  both  in¬ 
patient  and  out-patient  treatment  at  hospitals  under  the  control 
of  the  Ripon  and  Harrogate  Management  Committee  of  the  Leeds 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 


.. 

• 

;  •  v 

•* 

• 

■ 

.  *-  »*. 

A 


..  ,  r  •  • 

*  -  -  ■  •  —  •  * 


*  f  I 


,  ' 


Nursing  in  the  Home, 


The  Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  services  are 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  County  Council  with  the 
day-to-day  administration  dealt  with  by  the  Wensleydale  Area 
Local  Health  Sub-Committee  through  the  District  Medical  Officer* 
One  district  nurse/midwife  operates  in  the  area. 

Domestic  Health  Service. 

This  service  is  under  the  general  direction  of  the  County 
Council  with  the  day-to-day  administration  dealt  with  by  the 
Wensleydale  Area  Local  Health  Sub-Committee. 


SECTION  C. 


Water  Supplies. 

Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  Officer’s 
Section. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  Officer’s 
Section. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  Officer’s 
Section. 


SECTION  D. 


Housing. 

Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  Officer’s 
Section. 


SECTION  E. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

^  Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  Officer’s 
Section. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Infectious  Diseases  Notified.  Males.  Females.  Tot al . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  &  SURVEYOR. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my 
report  on  the  sixth  year  of  my  service  as  your  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Surveyor® 

With  the  production  of  this  report 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  this  section  of  my  work  is  up-to-date, 
a  temporary  lull  in  day-to-day  activities  has  given  the  desired 
opportunity  to  concentrate  on  these  reports.  The  report  for 
1969  will  appear  in  the  next  few  weeks,  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
statistical  information  is  received* 

The  year  was  quite  eventful,  it  will 
be  probably  best  remembered  for  the  serious  flooding  which 
occurred  late  on  23rd  March  and  only  abated  late  on  Sunday 
24th*  It  is  a  thought  that  the  frude  forefathers  of  our 
hamlet f  were  not  so  rude  as  the  poet  suggested  in  connection 
with  another  hamlet  -  they  built  our  town  at  the  top  of  the 
hill  above  the  river  and  only  two  dwellings  were  anywhere 
near  the  high  water  mark*  Only  the  Sewage  Works  suffered! 

At  mid-morning,  when  the  water  was  starting  to  abate,  a  visit 
to  the  works  revealed  that  the  whole  of  the  filters  and  the 
humus  tanks  were  well  below  the  water  line,  the  distributors 
continued  running,  discharging  their  effluent  under  the  flood® 
The  pumphouse  was  flooded  to  a  level  above  the  pump,  which  had 
to  be  completely  dismantled  and  rebuilt* 

The  principal  works  carried  out 
during  the  year  were  the  provision  of  tiles  for  one  of  the 
filter  beds  at  the  Sewage  Works,  the  construction  of  a  battery 
of  garages  for  the  Gun  Bank  Estate,  the  construction  of  a  foot¬ 
path  on  the  north-western  side  of  the  same  Estate  and  the 
resurfacing  of  the  Masham  Market  Place,  western  end. 

During  the  year  the  final  proposed 
plan  for  the  Grouped  Dwelling  Scheme  at  Maple  Creek  was  agreed, 
after  a  number  of  alternatives  had  been  proposed,  discussed 
and  rejected*  A  brief  was  sent  to  the  interested  companies 
one  of  which  withdrew. 


The  presentation  of  my  report  once 
more  gives  me  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  and  his 
staff,  for  the  assistance  given  to  me  in  the  performance  of 
my  duties*  Your  workman  continued  to  carry  *ut  his  duties  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner,  assisted,  as  he  was,  by  the  work 
done  by  a  number  of  older  men  employed  for  one  day  each  week. 

I  have,  Gentlemen,  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  NUNU, 

Public  Health  Inspector  &  Surveyor. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplies  in  the  area  are,  mainly,  controlled  by  the 
Northallerton  and  The  Dales  Water  Board*  A  small  number  of 
dwellings  associated  with  their  reservoirs  were  supplied  by 
the  Leeds  Corporation  and  Claro  Water  Boards*  All  remaining 
houses  had  private  supplies,  and  all  houses  had  wafer  piped 
to  inside  taps* 

Alterations  to  schemes  during  the  year* 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  drip— feed  chlorinator  was 
installed  in  the  Ellingstring  reservoir* 


Details  of  Water  Supply* 

The  quantity  of  water  has,  at  all  times  been  sufficient, 
on  a  steadily  rising  demand. 

Quality  of  Water. 

A  total  of  78  samples  was  taken  during  the  year,  all  by 
the  Water  Board.  Of  this  total  only  3  failed  to  reach  Class  I, 
one  of  them  at  Masham  -  graded  Class  III  -  and  two  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  at  Ellingstring  which  were  graded  Class  IV* 

In  no  instance  was  Bact.  coli  (type  1)  present. 

Distribution  of  Water* 

The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  occupied  houses  in 
each  parish  and  the  means  of  water  supply: 


Parish 


N or thal lert on  &  Leeds  Corp*  Private 
The  Dales  W*B*  Claro  W.B. 


Burt  on-on-Y ore  * 

Colsterdale 

Ellingstring 

Ellingtons 

Pearby 

Healey 

Ilton-cum-Pott 

Swinton  with  Warthermarske 

Masham 


26 

— 

9 

— 

— 

3 

24 

— 

— 

20 

— 

3 

50 

— 

2 

22 

5 

17 

7 

2 

12 

21 

— 

17 

356 

- 

1 

526 

7 

64 

There  are  19  unoccupied  dwellings  in  the  district,  of  which  10 
are  likely  to  be  re-occupied  as  dwellings. 


Inspections : 

17  premises  were  visited  in  connection  with  water  supply* 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 


Sewers. 

The  whole  of  the  district  has  been  provided  with  sewers 
so  far  as  is  possible  at  reasonable  expense. 

Sewage  Works. 

Masham:  As  is  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  this  report 

the  works  were  completely  inundated  by  the  flood  which  occurred 
on  23/ 24th  March  and  were  completely  out  of  action  for  some  time. 
All  tanks  were  emptied  more  frequently  than  usual  in  order  to 
clear  out  the  silt  which  had  accumulated. 

A  policy  of  renewal  of  the  media  in  the  sludge  drying 
beds  was  commenced,  due  to  the  clogged  state  into  which  they 
had  deteriorated.  It  is  estimated  that  some  15  tons  of  material 
had  to  be  dug  out  by  hand  and  it  was  decided  to  use  perforated 
tiles,  with  a  layer  of  fine  gravel.  This  has  worked  much  more 
satisfactorily,  and  it  is  intended  to  replace  the  stone  in  the 
remainder  of  the  beds  as  time  goes  on. 

Fearby :  This  plant  continued  to  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Ellingstring:  A  complaint  was  received  that  water  had  lifted 

a  manhole  in  Low  Lane  was  investigated,  when  it  was  found  that 
a  plastic  sack  had  become  wedged  in  the  pipe  leading  away  from 
the  sewage  works.  This  necessitated  the  use  of  digging 
equipment  and  the  replacement  and  renewal  of  three  pipes  in  the 
line. 

Healey;  As  part  of  a  joint  operation  to  improve  drainage  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road  at  Healey  pipes  were  supplied  by 
the  Council  to  replace  a  culvert  which  had  become  blocked. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  or  Houses  in  Multiple 
Occupation  in  the  district. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


This  service  continues  as  last  year,  the  Council's 
contractors  providing  their  usual  efficient  and  courteous 
service. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  tip  at  Healey  Quarry  from  time 
to  time,  particularly  to  keep  control  on  the  rat  population. 
Due  to  the  methods  used,  there  is  little  of  feeding  value  on 
the  tip,  but  there  is  usually  an  influx  after  harvest  time  and 
efforts  are  concentrated  on  the  tip  at  this  time  and  also  just 
before  crops  start  to  appear  in  the  fields,  to  reduce  to  a 
minimum  the  numbers  emigrating. 
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HOUSING 


The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  remains 
satisfactory,  and  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants  is  steadily 
improving* 

Private  building  continued  at  a  steady  pace  -  a  proportion 
of  the  dwellings  being  purchased  by  residents  in  the  district, 
but . rcme  assisted  in  bringing  about  the  steady  rise  in  the 
population  from  the  low  figure  of  the  1961  census. 

The  planning  of  the  Aged  Perseus  *  Grouped  Dwelling  Scheme 
at  Maple  Creek  continued.  A  number  of  suggested  schemes  were 
received,  the  one  chosen  as  being  nearest  to  our  requirements 
was  then  altered  by  the  Council  staff  until  it  contained  the 
largest  number  of  flats  which  could  be  arranged  within  a  number 
of  criteria.  Discussions  continued  with  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  until,  by  October  the  final  layout 
was  approved  and  a  brief  sent  to  the  two  Companies  interested* 
One  of  these  companies  withdrew  and  the  other  company  was  asked 
to  produce  a  scheme  based  on  the  approved  plan* 

Statistics  in  connection  with  Housing* 


No*  of  occupied  houses  in  the  district  597 
No*  of  new  dwellings  completed  3 
No.  of  full  inspections  made  5 
No.  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  23 
No.  of  houses  closed  - 
No.  of  houses  demolished  - 


Improvement  Grants; 


No.  of  visits  of  inspection  and  interviews  31 

No.  of  Grant  Applications:  Standard  3 

Discretionary  3 

No.  of  houses  improved  with  Grant  Aid: 

Standard  8 

Discretionary  1 


Another  year  when  the  work  completed  was  greater  than 
work  approved,  at  least  in  numbers  if  not  in  value. 

Council  Housing: 

These  remain  as  last  yec.r,  viz: 

4  Fourbedroom  houses 
58  Three-bedroom  houses 
18  Two-bedroom  bungalows 
3  One-bedroom  bungalows. 

The  regular  weekly  rent  visit  was  made  to  each  house  and 
an  additional  35  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  repairs. 
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It  is  considered  that  the  following  facts  on  housing  may 
be  of  interest: 


No.  of  occupied  houses 

No.  of  Council  houses 

%age  of  total  belonging  to  Council 


597 

83 

13  *  9/o 


Average  No.  of  Persons  per  private  dv;e 

H  <1  «»  it  i?  i 

The  figure  for  Council  Bungalows  is 
and  for  Council  houses  is 
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2  .  65 

3.00 

1.3 

3,5 


BUILDING  REGULATION 


No.  of  Plans  submitted  to  and  approved  by  Council  25 
No.  of  visits  to  work  in  progress  56 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

A  total  of  43 6  animals  were  slaughtered  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  at  the  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  All  were 
inspected  and  55  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 


Tuberculosis  and  Oystioereu 

«  —  II.I  m  -1  ■!  — -  MtllkJWM  Ml  ..Ft  art • 

No  cases  of  either  of 


s  Bovis. 

these  conditions  were 


the  yearG 


found  during 


Meat  and  Pood  Condemned. 

The  following  amounts  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 


Canned  Meats  34  lbs 
Canned  Fruit  10  lbs 
Canned  Vegetables  13  lbs 
Other  Canned  Foods  7  lbs 


In  addition  frozen  foods  to  the  retail  value  of  £46.10. 
were  rendered  unsaleable  by  the  breakdown  of  one  refrigerator- 
in  a  small  shop. 


Milk  Supplies  -  Brucella  Abortus. 

This  is  dealt  with  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council. 
Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963q 

There  are  no  egg  processing  plants  in  the  district. 
Poultry  Inspection. 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in  the 
district.  Supplies  of  processed  poultry  are  brought  in  from 
plants  in  neighbouring  districts. 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations, 

Only  one  producer  operates  in  the  district,  Samples  ta^en 
by  the  County  Council  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 

70  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  in  the  district,  two 
minor  contraventions  found,  both  of  which  were  remedied  without 
formal  action. 

Details  required  by  paragraph  8(c)  of  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1/69# 


No,  in  district 

Complying  with 
Regulation  16 

Subject  to 
Regulation  19 

Complying  with 
Regulation  19 


Butchers  Bakehouse 

Grocer,  Cafe, 

2  3 


2 


3 


2  2 
2  2 


RODENT  AND  INSECT  .'INFESTATION, 


General 

Dealers 

6 

6 

1 

1 


The  free  service  to  domestic  occupiers  and  advice  and 
assistance  to  others  in  cases  of  rodent  infestation  continues, 

A  watch  is  kept  on  all  occasions  when  visiting  premises  for 
other  reasons  for  signs  of  infestation. 

During  the  year  two  wasps  nests  were  dealt  with  on  complaint 
though,  normally,  local  anglers  deal  with  them  equally  well  anu 
at  less  cost. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS, 

No,  of  permanent  residential  sites  1 

One  van  only  is  one  this  site. 

No.  of  seasonal  sites  1 

Again,  only  one  van  is  on  this  site, 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT, 

The  two  industrial  furnaces  in  the  district  continue  to 
operate  without  observable  smoke  emission. 
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FACTORIES. 


Below  are  the  relevant  sections  of  the  tables  require! 
to  be  provided  to  the  Minister  of  Employment  and  Productivity 
under  Section  153(1)  of  the  Factories  Act  1961* 

!•  Inspections. 


No.  on 
Register 

(11)  Factories  in  which 
Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  L.A.  17 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  3 


No.  of  Written  Occupiers 
Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


27 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 

No  cases  were  found  which  required  to  be  referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  no  references  were  received. 


Outworkers. 

There  are  no  known  outworkers  in  the  district  and  no  noti¬ 
fications  were  received. 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963. 

18  premises  are  currently  on  the  register,  employing  83 
persons.  A  total  of  84  visits  were  made.  A  number  of 
premises  were  removed  from  the  register  this  year  as  they  no 
longer  employed  persons  who  were  not  members  of  the  family. 

No  reports  of  accidents  were  received  during  the  year. 

OTHER  VISITS. 


In  addition  to  the  activities  reported  above  the  following 
visits  were  made  in  connection  with  other  matters  of  concern 
to  the  Council. 


Interviews  105 
Hairdressers  4 
Petroleum  Regulations  5 
Planning  Acts  7 
Council  Property  12 
Parks  and  Gardens  23 
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